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Coos Watershed Association

P.O. Box 5860

Charleston, OR 97420

(541) 888-5922

(Fax) 888-6111

E-mail: nscheidr@cooswatershed,org

March 19, 2014

Kevin Herkamp

Fish Restoration and Enhancement Program-and
Salmon - Trout Enhancement Program Coordinator
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

4034 Fairview Industriai Drive SE

Salem, OR 97302

RE: ODFWR & E B’oar(i Grant 13-063 Noble Creek Watershed Restoration
Mr. Herkamp,

The Coos Watershed Association (CoosWA) proposed a watershed restoration project. R
& E Board Grant # 13-063, to help improve fish passage and habitat complexity in Noble
Creek and also help o prevent flooding in the Noble Creek STEP Hatchery, The
CoosWA requested $49,592 of R & E Board funding to complete this project. At the
March 6, 2014 R & E Board meeting, the Board recommended $40,446 for funding. Our
understanding is that all of the Tunding to support CoosWA personnel for the Fiscal
Administration ($4.000) and Praject Management ($5,146) of the project was completely
removed rom the grant, forr a wtal of $9,146 removed.

The CoosWA appreciates the recommended funding, and all of the etfort put forth by R
& E Board members. However, we must decline the reconymended funding unless the
budget can be amended to reflect the full request of $49,592. As I presented during the
call-in session of the March 6, 2014 meeting, projects of this nature invelve significant
permitting and constriction coordination. CoosWA Project Management and Fiscul
Administration must be funded through the <;pe<',ific watershed restoration grants which
have been awarded. The scope of this grant is outside of all other grants that we have,
So we simply do not have other means to pay for these services. [ personally talked with
Coos River STEP volunteers to sce if they could help implement the project. While these
volunieers would like to help, they made it very clear that they cannot halp with
permitting and construction because they do.not have recent experience with sitnilar
projects. Also, local ODFW employees are not available to help because their limited
time is atready allocated.

We hope $9,146 can be restored 1o the grant so that this project can be completed, as
proposed, helping to improve watershed health and strengthen relationships between the
Landowners, CoosWA and the ODFW R & E Board.

Sincerely,
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Nick Scheidt.
Project Manager




